-

AlF

ORDINANCE NO. 962

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE REGULATION
AND CONTROL OF PAWNBROKERS; PRESCRIBING
PENALTIES; REPEALING CHAPTER 23 OF THE CODE
OF THE CITY OF ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO, TOGETHER
WITH ALL OTHER ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDI-
NANCES IN CONFLICT OR INCONSISTENT HEREWITH;
FIXING AN EFFECTIVE DATE, AND PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY, THE CITY COUNCIL
OF ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO:

Section 1. Purpose of the Ordinance. In recognition of the fact that

the business of pawnbrokerage, because of the facility provided for the com-
mission of crime and for its subsequent concealment, it is a proper subject
for regulation under the police power of the municipality; that the conduct of
such business is a privilege and not a right; and that the conduct of such busi-
ness is invested with a public interest on behalf of the safety and welfare of
the community, wherefore this ordinance is adopted and shall be construed
liberally.

Section 2. Good Moral Character. An applicant for pawnbroker li-

cense must be of good moral character and shall not have been convicted of
any felony or crime involving moral turpitude. A license shall be denied to
any applicant whose license has been revoked for cause or who shall have been
a partner, officer, director, trustee, manager, or stockholder of any corpora-
tion or unincorporated association the license of which was revoked for cause.

Section 3. Applicants to be Investigated. Any applicant for pawn-

broker license shall be referred to the Chief of Police for investigation as to
the personal qualifications of the applicant, and as to the truth and accuracy
of all statements in the application. In making his investigation, the Chief of
Police shall employ any and all prevailing methods or channels of police in-
quiry, including but not limited to, fingerprints and photographs. As soon
thereafter as shall be practicable, the Chief of Police shall make his report
to the Municipal Clerk, who shall issue the license only in the event the report
is favorable. Within ten (10) days after the City Clerk's notice of denial of any
such license, the applicant may appeal in writing any such denial to the City
Council. After notice and hearing, the decision of the City Council shall be
final.

Section 4. License and Bond. No pawnbroker, or person, firm or

corporation, whose business is to trade or receive, by way of pledge or pawn,



any kind or personal property as security for the repayment of money loaned
or advanced, shall engage in business without first having obtained the license
and having paid the license fee as required by the applicable city ordinance,
and without first having executed a good and sufficient bond to the city, to be
approved by the Municipal Clerk and the City Attorney, in the penal sum of
$5, 000, with a corporate surety authorized by the laws of the State of New
Mexico to write surety bonds and conditioned for the conduct of such pawn-
broker's business according to law and for the due and faithful performance
of each and every provision of this ordinance. Such bond shall be for the bene-
fit of the city and of each and every person damaged by a breach of any condi-
tion of this ordinance.

Section 5. Records to be Kept. It shall be the duty of every person,

firm or corporation engaged in the business of a pawnbroker in the city to pro-
vide a bound ledger book to be kept at his place of business in which shall be
entered, simultaneously with any pawnbroker transaction, and maintained as

a permanent record, an accurate and complete description of each and every
article taken in as a pledge or purchase, including serial number of the item,
if any, together with a complete and accurate description of the party or par-
ties from whom the goods are received or purchased, their names and addres-
ses by house number and street name. The ledger record shall be and remain
open at all times to the Chief of Police, any member of the police department,
or other person duly authorized by the Chief of Police.

Section 6. Daily Reports., It shall be the duty of every person, firm

or corporation engaged in the business of a pawnbroker to furnish daily an ac-
curate and complete report before 12 o'clock noon of each business day, to the
Chief of Police, upon blanks to be furnished by the Chief of Police, wh ich ac-
curate and complete report shall show all property of every kind received or
purchased, together with a description of the property with serial numbers,

if any, the description of the person or persons offering the property to the
pawnbroker, together with such person or persons address. The report shall
give the age, complexion, sex and approximate height of the person or persons
delivering the property to the pawnbroker, together with the date and time the
property was received, and, the report shall contain any other information
from time to time as may be required by the Chief of Police.

Section 7. Furnishing of False Information. It is unlawful for any

licensee to falsify any record required under the provisions of this ordinance
or for a licensee or any other person to furnish false information in connec-
tion with the sale, pledge or exghange of any goods under a pawnbrokers li-

cense.






